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PREFACE 


The Chorales of Bach constitute the foundation of music. They are great 
not only as works of art, but as expressions of deep human feeling and aspiration. 

These great melodies with Bach’s contrapuntal treatment—by means of 
which the three lower parts become as interesting as the melody itself—are here 
presented with words which are for the most part of a non-dogmatie charascter. 
They have been selected from the works of William Blake, Richard Chashaw, 
George Herbert, Joseph Addison, Thomas Moore and other English poets as 
well as from the best writers of hymns. 

In many private schools, throughout the country, one may now hear these 
chorales sung by children of all ages, and their enjoyment of them is undoubted. 
Churches where hymn singing has lapsed are reviving through them their interest 
in congregational music. Large Community Choruses have used them with 
splendid effect; and nothing else can so well satisfy smaller groups of people who 
want to sing together... If we are to become a really musical nation, singing at 
home is the first step. 

These melodies are much simpler than the average hymn tune because for 
the most part they progress diatonically (step by step asin a scale). Many of 
them are suited to unison singing. 

I wish to express my deep appreciation of Miss Elsmith’s admirable work 
in selecting the greater number of these texts. She has brought to the task 
great interest and devotion, and has shown real discrimination and taste. 

The chorales are printed in compressed form in order to keep the price of 
the book as low as possible. Certain difficulties result from this, since the notes 
for the inner parts do not always fall directly under the proper word or syllable. 
In No. 14, for example, the word ‘‘Thou’’, in the second line is sung by the 
altos one half beat later than the sopranos. Where too great complications 
arise separate words are printed. 

It should be noted that sometimes the alto part rises above the soprano, 
and the bass above the tenor. 


THOMAS WHITNEY SURETTE. 
Concord, Massachusetts 
Easter, 1919 
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1. Come Thou, oh, Come! 


Words adapted by 
T. W. SURETTE 


rest: With 


tran - quil 


Who gives’ us 


come! 


, Thou, oh, 


Come 


sweet - est, 


Thou 


high—Come, Thou, oh come! 


’ 
on 


avn 


balm from He 


in lifes 


Joy 


quil rest, 


us. tran 


gives 


Who 


kind - li - est, 


of death, Oh, 


in the hour 


Copyright, 1919, by The Boston Music Co. 
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2. To Mercy, Pity, Peace and Love 


Words by 
WILLIAM BLAKE 


Andante cantabile 
To Mer - cy, Pi 


tress, And to these 


turn their thank - ful: - ness, 


Re - turn 


2 
_ For Mercy, Pity, Peace, and Love 
Is God,our Father dear, 
_ And Mercy, Pity, Peace,and Love 
|: Is man, his child and care. ;|| 


For Mercy: has a human heart, 

Pity a-human face, 

And Love,the human form divine 
||: And. Peace, the human dress. :|| 


bd 
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Then every man, of every clime 

That prays in his distress, 

Prays to the human form divine, 
||: Love, Mercy, Pity, Peace. =| 


And all must love the human form 

In heathen, Turk,or Jew 

Where Mercy, Love and Pity dwell, 
||: There God is dwelling too. 4 


their thank - ful - ness. 


3. O my deir hert 


Anon. From The Oxford Book 


of English Verse 


Con moto 


Je - sus 


young 


hert, 


my deir 


O 


my 


in 


dil 


v 


Thy 


Pres-) pare 


in 


Thee 


rock 


I sall 


And 


from Thee 


mair 


nev 


And 


But I sall praise... Thee evermoir, 


With sangis sweit unto Thy gloire; 
The knees of my hert...sall I bow, 


And sing that richt...“Ba-la-lu-low!” 
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soul, with glad 
day-lights splen 
Un - to 


my 
the 


4. Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness 


Him whose grace un-bound 


gloom-y— haunts of 
joy thy prais-es 


all sthes 


High oer 
deign 


- ed 
with thee He 


ban - quet found 


to dwell 


Yet 


, 


heavns He_ reign - eth, 


Filled with joy most deep and holy; 
As with trembling awe and wonder, 
On Thy mighty works I ponder; 
Depths no man has ever sounded; 
None may dare to pierce unbidden, 
Secrets that with Thee are hidden. 


Now I sink before Thee lowly, 
How by mystery surrounded, 
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5. Be Thou exalted, O my God 


Words. by 
ISAAC WATTS 


on earth be 


dwell, Thy powr 


an - gels 


’ 
heavns where 


the 


bove 


tell. 


ders 


won - 


’ 
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My heart is fixed, my song shall raise, 
Awake, my tongue,to sound His praise, 


Immortal honors to His name; 


High oer the earth, His mercy reigns, 


His wondrous goodness to proclaim. 
And reaches to the utmost sky; 


) 


When lower worlds dissolve and die. 


v 


His truth to endless vears remains 
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6. Great God of Nations 


Words by 
ALFRED A. WOODHULL 


Maestoso 


now 


- tions, 


God of Na 


Great 


That Thou hast made this 


) 


raise: 


we 


We 


free, 


na - tion 


Thy name we bless, Almighty God, 


For allthe kindness Thou hast shown, 
To this fair land, by pilgrim trod, 


This land we fondly call our own. 
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7. The King of Love my Shepherd is 


Words by 
H. W. BAKER 


Whose good-ness 


my Shep - herd 


Andante 


Love 


of 


The King 


if 


-ing lack 


noth 


I 


| 


Mi 


In death’s dark vale IJ fear no ill, 


Where streams of living water flow, 


My ransomed soul he leadeth, 


With Thee,dear Lord, beside me, 


Thy rod and staff my comfort stil], 


Thy cross before to guide me. 


And where the verdant pastures grow, 


With food celestial feedeth. 


Good Shepherd,may Ising Thy praise 


And so,through all the length of days, 
Within Thy house forever. 


Thy goodness faileth never; 
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8. Beside the flood of Babylon 


Words by WOLFGANG DACHSTEIN 
English version by G. R. WOODWARD 


Andante 
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Up 


oft would call 


us cap - tive 
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led 


ay 
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9. Lamb of God, our Saviour 


‘Agnus Dei” 


English version by 
A.J. RUSSELL 


our 
our 


Adagio 


1.-2. Lamb 
3. Lamb 


take 
take 


sins dost 


sins 


our 


Who 


dost 


our 


Who 


iour 
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From East to West 


KO) 


Melody of the Latin Hymn. Mode III 


English version,from the Latin, 


by J. ELLERTON 


Moderato 


Let 


shore 


from shore to 


’ 


West 


From East to 


Child whom Ma - 


sing The 


heart a - wakeand 


The> Christ the 


-ing King. 


=) 


er - last 


ev 


B.M.Co.64176 


A4 


11. Lord of our Life 


Words by von LOWENSTERN 
English version by PHILIP PUSEY 


Adagio 


tion, Star 


life, and God 


of our 


Lord 


Thy= 


re-ceive 


Hear and 


’ 


tion 


of 


Fae 


Al-might - 


tion, Lord God 


our evil thoughts assuaging, 


’ 


Peace in our hearts 


Peace in Thy Church, where brothers are engaging, 
Peace,when the world its busy war is waging, 


Calm Thy foes raging! 


3 


Grant us Thy help till backward they are driven, 
Grant them Thy truth,that they may be forgiven, 


Grant peace on earth, or, after we have striven, 


Peace in Thy heaven. 
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12. We saw Thee in Thy balmy nest 


Words by 
RICHARD CRASHAW 


Con moto 
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in Thy balm - y 
Thine 
- bling 


We saw Thee 
4 
irem 


And chase the 


shades a - way; 


light. 


own sweet 


sight, We saw Thee by Thine 


the 


blest 


To Thee,meek Majesty, soft King, 


Of simple graces and sweet loves! 


Oh,each of us his lamb will bring, 
And each his pair of silver doves! 


At last,in fire of Thy fair eyes, 


Ourselves become our sacrifice! 


B.M.Co. 6176 


43 


13. How sleep the brave 


Words by 
WILLIAM COLLINS 


Adagio 


, 


all their coun-trys 


rest, By 


sink to 


How sleep the brave who 


Ma 


dew - 


with 
fa 
Ee 
aa 


Spring 


She 


wd mould, 


lo 


s3__. feet have 


- cy 


Fan 
To bless the turf that wraps their clay, 


By forms unseen their dirge is sung. 
There Honour comes,a pilgrim gray, 
And Freedom shall a while repair, 
To dwell a weeping Hermit there. 


By fairy hands their knell is rung, 


Than 


sod, 
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14. I got me flowers 


Words by 
GEORGE HERBERT 


Andante cantabile 


But 


with Thee, And 


long 


a 


And brought’st Thy sweets 


day, 


of 


break 


brought’st Thy 


Yet,though my flowers be lost they say 


A heart can never come too late; 
And then this day my life shall date. 


Teach it to sing Thy praise this day, 
And then this day my life shall date, 
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15. The spacious firmament on high 


Words by 
JOSEPH ADDISON 


Adagio 
The spacious fir - ma ment on high, With all the blue e - 
span-gledheaynsa shi - - ningframe, Theirgreat 0 - ri - gi - 
‘Ge 


(A iettertees| [Seas 71) 
the = real sky, And 
nal pro - - clai 


his Cre-a - tors powr dis-play; And pub-lish-es in ev- ry land, The 
~~ 
) 


work of an  Atlmight-y hand,The work of an Al-might - y hand. 
rN e 


3 
Soon as the rade: prevail, What though in solemn silence all 
The Moon takes up the wondrous tale, Move round the dark terrestial ball; 
And nightly to the listening Earth, What though nor real voice nor sound 
Repeats the story of her birth; Amidst their radiant orbs be found? 
Whilst all the stars that round her burn, In Reason’s ear they all rejoice, 
And all the planets in their turn, And utter forth a glorious voice; 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, For ever singing as they shine, 
And spread the truth from pole to pole, ‘The Hand that made us is divine} 
And spread the truth from pole to pole. ‘The Hand that made us is divine’ 
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16. He that is down 


Words by 
JOHN BUNYAN 


Andante cantabile 


is down needs fear no 


that 


Iam content with what I have 


Little be it or much; 


And,Lord,contentment still I crave 


Because Thou savest such. 


Here little and hereafter bliss, 


Fullness to such a burden is, 
Is best from age to age. 


That go on pilgrimage; 
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17. Where man was all too marred 


Words by 
KATHERINE. TYNAN 


Moderato 
Where manwas all too marrd with sin, The ass, the ox 


meet to come, The hum-ble en - - terd Ho- ly - dom. 


2 4 
Their innocent eyes, and full of awe, These, His adorers, were before 
Saw the fulfillment of the Law. The Kings and Shepherds thronged the door. 
There,in the stable with the beast, And where no angels knelt there kneeled 
The Christmas Child hath spread his feast. The innocent creatures of the field. 

5 

These gave their bed, and eke their board O simple ones, much honored, 
To be'a cradle for the Lord. He who oppresses you indeed, 
Their honey breath,their tears all mild, Oppresses His kind hosts that lay 


Warmed in the cold the new-born Child. Once in the stable onthe hay. 
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18. The turf shall be my fragrant shrine 


Words by 
THOMAS MOORE 
Moderato 
The turf shall be my fra - grant shrine, My 


/ oN 


tem- ple, -Lord, that arch_ of ae My cen-sers breath the 


moun - tain airs, And si - lent thoughts my on - ly prayers. 


My choir shall be the moonlit waves, 

When murmuring homeward in their caves, 
Or when the stillness of the sea, 

Een more than music, breathes of Thee. 


3 
There's nothing bright, above, below, 
From flowers that bloom to stars that glow, 
But inits light my soul shall see 
Some feature of Thy Deity. 
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Lord! 


What tongue can tell Thy greatness, 


19 


Maestoso 


Lord, That art 


ness, 


Whattongue cantell Thy great 


ple 


ted?Through all this tem- 


a 


h 


’ 


ev - ry voice re - 


LY; 


-sounds 


Tre 


ceas - ingpraise to Thee 


; Un- 


bounds: 


a- 


ring 


are 


an - gel - choir 


ing, Where the 


CVia-) CT. 
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today 


is risen 


20. The Blessed Christ 


Surrexit Christus Hodie 


Anon. XII Century 
Translator Anon 


Con moto 


The bless- ed Christ is risn to-day, Al-le - lu-ya, Al-le - lu-ya! 


lu - ya, 


stay, Al-le - 


be the 


to 


Of all man-kind 
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21. Now blessed Thou,O Christ Jesu 


Words adapted by 
BERTA ELSMITH 


Moderato 


Je - 


Christ 


O 


- ease nou, 


bless 


Now 


the 


right, 


The 


on 


from 


rol 


ca 


The 


true! 


is 


Christ 


The 


glad, 


be 


Gy Mo SSO, 


high: 
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22. Hush, my dear 


Words by 
ISAAC WATTS 


Andante 


an - gels 


Ho - ly 


still and slum - ber, 


lie 


Hush, my dear, 


ng 


fall s=s3 


num - ber Gent - ly 


out 


with - 


bless - ings 


ly 


b) 
Nn - 


Heav 


? 
‘ll 


manger 


5 


n Hi 


He slumbersi 
lt Where the horned oxen fed; 


bf 


Peace, my darling, here’s no danger, 


ll: Here’s no ox anear thy bed. ‘Il 


Lo 


When His birthplace was astable, 
lt And His softest bed was hay.'?I| 


Soft and easy is thy cradle 
It Coarse and hard thy Saviour lay. iI 


4 
May’st thou live to know and fear Him, 


ll: Trust and love Him all thy days. iil 


Then go dwell forever near Him, 
lt See His face,and sing His praise. 'll 
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Words by MARTIN LUTHER 
Translator anonymous 


23. Good news from Heaven 
From the “Christmas Oratorio” 


Adagio 


. 
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Lyra Germanica 
English version by C. WINKWORTH 
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25. Now thank we all our God“ 
From the Cantata:“The Lord is a Sun and Shield” 


WIS ‘y 


Maestoso 


Now 


zlcanto marcato 


u 


bus2 


*) Can be used as simple chorale, without accompaniment,and without rests between phrases 
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Che Concord Series 


of Educational Music and Books 
on Musical Pedagogy Edited by 


Thomas Whitney Surette 


net 


No. 1 Twenty-five Chorales by John Sebastian Bach _ .50 


No. 


Selected, edited and provided with suitable English texts by Thomas Whit- 
ney Surette and Berta Elsmith. 

The Chorales of Bach constitute the foundation of music. They are 
great not only as works of art, but as expression of deep human feeling 
and aspiration. These great melodies with Bach’s contrapuntal treat- 
ment—by means of which the three lower parts become as interesting 
as the melody itself—are here presented with words drawn from various 
sources. It is believed that the use of words non-dogmatic in character 
will make it possible for the Chorales to be sung by a larger number of 
people. They belong rightly to everyone who loves fine music. 


. 2 Home and Community Song-Book 1.00 


A book for all occasions, containing American patriotic songs, folk- 
songs, hymns, and several new melodies. It has been compiled because 
there is ample evidence that the public is ready for better music than 
has usually been presented to it in books of this sort. 


. 3 Rote Songs—Grades I, II and III 40 


The songs in this volume have been selected for the purpose of awaken- 
ing and cultivating the musical taste of young children. It is obvious 
that some such actual musical experience should precede instruction 
about music, and it is believed that a continuance of rote singing of 
beautiful songs (and none other) during the early years will facilitate 
rather than retard the later instruction in reading music. 


. 3a Book of Words to Rote Songs 30 
. 4 Songs and Exercises for Grade IV .20 


The Second Part of this book is intended to enlarge the musical exper- 
ience of the children, further to cultivate their musical taste, to furnish 
practice in reading music, and, incidentally, to increase their famili- 
arity with the symbols of music. Two and one-half years of rote sing- 
ing will have prepared the children to sing these songs, but not to read 
the notes accurately, because the technical problems are more ad- 
vanced than those contained in the exercises. 


5 School Marches (Jn preparation) 
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